
 

 

Health News 



Hyperuricosuria - HUU 
Is your dog having problems 

urinating, or have you noticed 

blood in their urine? While many 

conditions can cause urinary problems in 
dogs, one cause could be a disease called 
hyperuricosuria (HUU). 
 
HUU is a condition that causes an excessive 
amount of uric acid in the urine, which 
forms crystals and increases the chances of 
painful kidney or bladder stones developing 
(called urate stones), as well as recurrent 
cystitis. 
 

Signs and Symptoms Some dogs show no symptoms of HUU, but here are a few 

typical signs: 
 Difficulty urinating 
 Frequent urination 
 Blood in the urine 
 Urinating in unusual places 
 Lethargy 
 Loss of appetite 
 Vomiting 

 

Treatment Bladder and kidney stones can be difficult to treat and often require 

surgery. Part of the treatment for HUU aims to prevent the build-up of high uric acid 
levels in the urine, in an attempt to reduce urinary crystals and stones forming. A low-
purine diet may be recommended, and increased water intake, however HUU can be 
problematic for the life of the dog. 
 

Genetic Testing Researchers have identified a genetic mutation in the SLC2A9 gene 

as a potential risk factor for HUU in some breeds, and a simple mouth swab DNA test 
can determine whether this genetic mutation is present. 
 

Get In Touch If anyone has any concerns about HUU, in the first instance contact 

your vet, and also please contact the breed health co-ordinator 
bhc@giantschauzerhealth.org.uk We currently have plans with the Kennel Club to 
further investigate HUU, and interested to hear from anyone with concerns.  




